
October 23, 2020 NEWSLETTER 

IMPORTANT DATES  

● 11/3      No School – Teacher In-Service Day 
● 11/10    Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 
● 11/12   LifeTouch Picture Retake Day – 9:00AM 
● 11/20    First Progress Report 
● 11/23    Parent Teacher Conference (Evening)  
● 11/24    Early Release – Parent Teacher Conferences (Afternoon) 
● 11/25 – 11/27   No School - Thanksgiving Break 

 

 
SOCK-TOBER     
Thank you for contributing to Sock-tober. Next week is the last week to send in socks. If you 
haven’t bought socks, you still have time! Please consider supporting this worthwhile cause. 
 
NEWS FROM THE NORFOLK LIBRARY - WANT TO MAKE PUMPKIN SCONES FROM SCRATCH? 
Grab a family member and join Katie from Food Explorers to learn how to make this seasonal treat! 
This virtual workshop on Wednesday, October 28th at 5:30 is limited to only 12 families, so be 
sure to sign up soon by calling the Norfolk Library or visiting the website. All you need is basic 
ingredients plus one can of pumpkin puree. Remember to check out the parade of pumpkins in the 
library windows Halloween weekend. 
 
Be sure to have at hand: 
flour 
sugar 
baking powder 
cinnamon 
1 can pumpkin puree 
light brown sugar 
powdered sugar 
1 stick butter 
milk OR heavy cream 
optional spices such as Pumpkin Pie Spice (nutmeg, ginger, cloves & allspice) 
maple syrup 

 
LIFETOUCH PICTURE MAKE UP DAY 
School portraits were sent home with your child this week.  If your child missed picture day, our 
make-up day is November 12th.   If for any reason you would like your child’s picture retaken, 
please return all pictures, except for the class picture. Please call the school with any questions. 
 
 



 
LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Be a library volunteer right in your own house! Mrs. Dubecky is looking for parent volunteers to 
help with the following projects: 

● Covering new books with laminate covers 
● Putting together individual “makerspace” kits for students 

Materials can be picked up at the school and returned when the project is finished. If you are 
interested, please email dubeckye@botelleschool.org. Thanks! 

HELLO FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE  
Fall is here! I hope you have been enjoying the weather and having fun outdoors. You all have been 
doing a great job communicating important information with the Health Office and staff here at 
school. If you ever have any health related questions please don't hesitate to contact me. I can be 
reached via email at nurse@botelleschool.org or via phone at 860-542-5286 option #3.  I wanted to 
give you a friendly reminder about some things. 
 
1. If your child is registered as a Distance Learner or recently switched to In person learning please 
contact the Health office to Confirm I have all forms and information for your child. 
 
2. Thank you all for calling before 9am if your child is out sick. If I am unavailable at the time of 
your call please leave a detailed message of the reason your child is home. A detailed message is 
helpful and will not require a follow up phone call. The phone number to call to report your child 
absent is 860-542-1904. 
 
3. If your child is being dismissed from school from the Health Office they will be exiting and 
escorted from the Hall of Flags Doors (Door A4). 
 
4. When your child returns to school after an absence please remember to send them with a School 
Excuse Note. The link will take you to a premade note for your convenience. 
 
5. Please remember to check the Health Office webpage often for updates and helpful information. 
The link will take you there directly. 
 
6. Important Note: If your child attends Preschool please don't forget to have them receive a flu 
shot. Flu shots are mandatory for Preschool students in the State of CT. Once your child receives 
their flu shot please send an updated immunization record to the Health Office. If you have any 
questions or concerns with this mandate please feel free to contact me.  
 
Healthy Tip of the Week 
Try to be more physically active everyday. Ride your bike to a friend's house or take the stairs 
instead of using the elevator. These activities will add up throughout the day. As a reminder, strive 
to get 60 total minutes every day! Thank you for sharing your wonderful children and giving me the 
opportunity to be a part of their lives. 
 
HALLOWEEN FUN 
Students are invited to wear their costumes to school next Friday to celebrate Halloween. Please 
remember that costumes must be appropriate for all age groups- not too scary, gory or revealing. 
Leave costume accessories at home so they don’t get lost. Students also must be able to 
participate in PE and recess. Students must wear face coverings, even with face paint or a costume 
mask. The PTO is planning a fun Halloween surprise for our students… and teachers will be in touch 
with families about sending in snacks, crafts or games are needed. Looking forward to the fun! 



PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  
Dear Families, 

We have been implementing COVID health and safety measures with success. One of our 
concerns before the start of school was how students would respond to wearing masks. As you 
know, this worry was all for naught! Mask wearing has gone very smoothly and students have 
followed this requirement without complaint. Teachers have utilized outdoor learning spaces when 
appropriate so students can have mask breaks and mask breaks are given during planned snack and 
recess times as well. 

Recently we noticed that some masks expose or slip below the nose. It is very important that 
students come to school with masks that fit properly so our school community is protected. Please 
check your child’s mask to be sure it is the appropriate size and shape. After frequent washings, 
the elastic can become stretched out or the mask itself might shrink. Your child might have a small 
face or nose. There are many reasons a mask might not fit. School staff will reach out to families of 
those students who may need a different size mask so you are aware and can plan accordingly. 

We have plenty of masks at school and when students come to school with a mask that 
exposes their nose, we will ask them to put on a disposable, paper mask. This is not meant to be a 
punishment! School remaining open is our highest priority and following the health 
recommendations will allow us to do so. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

We will also take advantage of the warm, dry weather while we still can. Our custodians 
plan to set up tables and chairs outside the cafeteria so students can eat lunch outdoors. Our 
cafeteria set up is safe and meets the state health requirements. There are never more than 24 
students at a time eating lunch. However, we are always reconsidering our routines and having a 
comfortable, outdoor eating space, in addition to the cafeteria is one way to be even more 
diligent.  

 
Thanks for all you are doing 


