
February 19, 2021 Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES    
● 2/20 & 2/21     WIN Weekend  
● 2/20      WIN Weekend Skating – 3:00PM – 5:00PM 
● 3/2      Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 

 
 
ICE SKATING SATURDAY 
Winter WIN weekend is 2/20 and 2/21.  On Saturday 2/20 the Norfolk Fire Department will host a bonfire 
and s’mores at the skating rink (by the Mountain Road ballfield) from 3pm to 5pm.   Masks and social 
distancing required.  
 
TOWN OF NORFOLK - 2021 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL REGISTRATION 
Registration forms were sent home today via Blackboard Connect. The registration fee is $20 for your first 
child & $15 for other children in your family. Checks made out to “Town of Norfolk” and returned to Botelle 
School. Please call Marc Crone at 860-508-1598 with questions. Forms must be returned to Botelle School by 
Friday, February 26, 2021 
 
SHARED SERVICES INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL PROGRAM (SSIPP) 
The SSIPP is an integrated preschool program serving the needs of children ages  
3 to 5 in the towns of Barkhamsted, Colebrook, Hartland and Norfolk.  The program is located at the 
Barkhamsted School and follows the Barkhamsted School calendar. 

A screening is being offered on March 24, March 25, and March 26, 2021, for parents who have concerns 
regarding their child’s development. The screening process helps to identify children who may need 
intervention to perform successfully in school. Identified children will qualify to become a participant in the 
Shared Services Preschool Program. Parents who are interested in having their child attend Shared Services 
Integrated Preschool Program as a role model must submit their child’s name at this time as well. In the 
event that there are more role model applicants than slots, a lottery will be held.  

To be eligible for the program, children must live in Barkhamsted, Colebrook, Hartland, or Norfolk; be age 3 
by September 1; and must have attended the screening.  The lottery will be held on March 29 and parents 
will be notified of lottery results by March 31, 2021.  

Please call the preschool program, before 9 a.m. or after 3 p.m. at 860-379-2729 ext. 202 to schedule a 
screening for your child.  Applications for the preschool program will be available at the screening. This year 
the screening will be held virtually.  Individual Zoom meetings will be arranged for each child. In March, 
each family registered for the screening will receive an email with the meeting information and a short list 
of materials that will be needed for the screening tasks.   
 
FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE 
I wanted to share updated information from the CDC about masks. With the new COVID strand present in CT, 
I know there has been some talk about whether or not to double mask and if it is required. Please know that 
the CDC has not required double masking but has provided new updated guidance about masks. Please find a 
summary of their report along with the report and an instructional video on how to make your paper 
mask more effective.  



 
DOUBLE MASKS? The CDC released new research that prompted them to provide new guidance on how to 
improve mask fit. For optimal protection, the CDC says to make sure any mask you wear fits snugly against 
your face, and be sure to choose a mask with at least two layers.  “Cloth masks and medical procedure 
masks fit more loosely than do respirators (e.g., N95 facepieces). The effectiveness of cloth and medical 
procedure masks can be improved by ensuring that they are well fitted to the contours of the face to 
prevent leakage of air around the masks’ edges.” The full report and ways in which you can improve the fit 
of masks can be found in CDC’s MMWR here.  The data in this report supports the finding that good fit can 
increase overall mask efficiency. 
 
We must continue to remember: “Until vaccine-induced population immunity is achieved, universal masking 
is a highly effective means to slow the spread of SARS-CoV-2 when combined with other protective 
measures, such as physical distancing, avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated indoor spaces, and good hand 
hygiene.”  CDC’s recommendation of universal mask wearing has been updated simply to recommend that 
your masks fit snugly against your faces so as to improve the efficiency of the mask that you wear. 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO :  How to improve your mask fit. 
 
Healthy Tip  
Most fast food and sit-down restaurants post the nutrition information for their menu items online. If you, 
your friends, or your family are planning to go out to eat. Check out the restaurant's nutrition information 
first to pick the healthiest menu options.  
 
PROGRAMS AT THE NORFOLK LIBRARY 
Circle the date Feb. 20th at 4pm for a puppet performance and "behind the scenes" chat with Sandglass 
Puppet Theater and their innovative show exploring themes of social justice and race. 
Register for Rock the Boat on the Library website. 
 
Four TAP lessons starting Wednesday afternoons on March 3rd for ages 9 - 99 yrs! 
For anyone who ever wanted to give Tap Dancing a try, this is a fun class for the whole family to participate 
in!!  Class includes warm-up exercises and a short tap routine. Tap shoes and a piece of plywood would be 
ideal, though you can also take this class in hard soled shoes or even socks. Hard floor is preferred over 
rugs! This class will be taught by Amber Cameron, who is a Radio City Music Hall Rockette! Information 
about purchasing shoes on the Library website. Let Miss Eileen know if you want her to pick out books for 
the family. She might even deliver! 
 
Join Food Explorers to make Cinnamon Sugar Knots with a Registered Dietitian! March 9th – 5:00PM – 6:00PM.  
This yeast free dough uses Greek yogurt to make a fluffy texture! You’ll need the following ingredients: 
butter, sugar, baking powder, brown sugar, cinnamon, vanilla Greek yogurt, flour, salt and optional vanilla 
extract. This is a family-friendly program and an adult should be supervising in the kitchen. Please register 
here to be emailed the Zoom link or call the Library 860-542-5075. 

COVID UPDATES 
Positive cases in school this week: 0  
People quarantining: 0 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  
Thank you, thank you, thank you for all of your support during our remote learning snow days! We had 99% 
of students in attendance both days. Teachers reported that students rose to the occasion and the days 
were very productive. Students were on time to class, sat at a table or desk, had cameras on and 
participated fully. This wouldn't be possible without your help at home. We appreciate your partnership and 
know that many of you are juggling your own work schedules to make this happen. Hopefully we won’t have 
much more snow, but this is a convenient way to avoid weather interruptions. We would have only been in 
school one day this week without the remote option! 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7007e1.htm?s_cid=mm7007e1_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3Y26UGulrI&t=9s


I hope you were able to get a glimpse at what your children are learning and how they are performing during 
class. Students are learning how to write opinion pieces, research information and report on it, solve 
problems with fractions and decimals and much more! Today I heard 2nd graders sharing their strategies for 
solving a subtraction problem using mental math. One student’s strategy involved negative numbers- a 
concept typically learned in middle school. 
 
In addition to academics, we also treasure the arts. Norfolk’s WIN weekend gave our students a virtual 
opportunity to perform and showcase their artistic talents. We hope you will watch Botelle’s winter concert, 
take part in the Lego challenge or learn a new art technique by participating in WIN weekend. The virtual 
festivities begin today and there are many interesting learning opportunities. Please visit the website 
https://weekendinnorfolk.org/ for these activities and many more. A huge thank you to John DeShazo for 
filming our students and to Ms. Kleisner, Ms. Krusch, Mrs. Dubecky and Ms. Bazelmans for their 
contributions.  
 
After WIN weekend we will post these events on our school website if you are unable to view them this 
weekend.  

https://weekendinnorfolk.org/

