
January 8, 2021 Newsletter 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES    
 

● 1/9      Norfolk Lions Zoom Bingo Night (flyer sent home the week of 12/18) 
● 1/15     Early Dismissal @ 12:00 (Teacher PD) 
● 1/18     No School – Martin Luther King Day 
● 1/26     Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 

 

DROP OFF & PICK UP 

Please DO NOT do a U turn after dropping off or picking up your child. Instead, drive to the upper 

parking low and turn around there. It takes a little extra time but it will keep our students safe, 

especially now that we have snow.  

 

BAGGED LUNCH 1/15  

Students are dismissed on 1/15 at 12pm. Lunch will NOT be served in the cafeteria but your child 

can take home a bagged lunch. The lunch that day is turkey and cheese sandwich, Goldfish 

crackers, carrots, hummus, fruit and milk. To sign up for a bagged lunch, please email Mrs. 

Valentino at valentinol@botelleschool.org 

 

TOY DRIVE 

Mckenzie Bannerman wants to thank the Botelle School community for their generosity. She 

brought more than 100 toys to Troop B to be donated to children in need. Way to go Mckenzie! 

 

PJ Day for CCMC 

Again, the Botelle School community demonstrated their generosity and raised almost $175 (in less 

than a week) for children with cancer and CCMC. Thank you! Our staff and students enjoyed PJ Day 

too. 

DREAMBOX 

Our students are using a new computerized math program called DreamBox. DreamBox aligns to our 

math curriculum and supports our students’ understanding of important math concepts. The 

program uses technology that adapts to student’s responses and learns what students know and are 

learning. Students must persevere through challenges and learn from mistakes. When your child is 

working on a DreamBox lesson, please DON’T help them. Encourage them to replay the problem or 

click on the question mark for help.  

 

 

mailto:valentinol@botelleschool.org


PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  

Happy 2021! I hope you enjoyed the holiday season with your family. The snow added to the festive 

season and our students are certainly having fun at recess- sledding on their bottoms down the hill, 

making snow forts and today, our 5th and 6th grade students persevered (through 2 recess periods) 

to make an enormous snowman in the soccer field. They used sticks to make a ramp in order to roll 

the second snowball on top of the bottom one. It was a feat of engineering ingenuity!  

 

Innocent childhood experiences, like playing in the snow, are interrupted when events like what 

occurred on Wednesday at our nation’s capital are broadcasted over our televisions and the 

internet. It can be difficult to shield our children or even know what to say to them. Please feel 

free to use the following resources to support your child in understanding events they might see on 

the news.  

 

Explaining the News to Our Kids 

● From Common Sense Media, this shares tips, in age bands (under 7, 8-12, and teens), for breaking down news 
in ways that students can process emotionally. 

How to Talk to Children About Difficult News 

● This provides guidance from the American Psychological Association, aimed at parents/guardians/caregivers, 
about how to meet children where they are in processing difficult news. 

I hope you find these resources helpful. In the meantime, I’ll keep you posted on the snowman 

construction! While there’s no snow in the forecast, it’s supposed to be plenty cold. Building a 

snowman is fun but also requires a lot of cooperation and communication. Life skills like these are 

forever important and remind us again of the importance of educating the whole child so he/she 

has the knowledge and skills needed for success in elementary school and beyond- a job the entire 

Botelle School community takes very seriously. Thank you for your partnership. Together we SOAR!  

 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids
https://www.apa.org/topics/talking-children

