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September 20  Ice Cream Social – 6:00PM – Big Field at Botelle 

September 26  Can‘d Aid Bike Safety Assembly – 2:15 PM 

September 27  3rd/4th & 5th grades to Hartford 

October 7  PTO Meeting – 6:00 PM – Cafeteria 

October 9  Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 

October 9  Cultural Event – Math Magical 

October 10  Early Dismissal 12:00 – No lunch served 

October 11  No School – Teacher In-Service Day 

October 14  No School – Columbus Day 

October 15  Picture Day – LifeTouch – 9:00AM 

 
STUDENT HANDBOOK 
Our 2019 - 2020 Student Handbook was posted on our website – www.botelleschool.org 

Please be sure to read and review the handbook with your child. Also on the website is our acknowledgement and 

receipt of the student handbook. Please sign and return this receipt to the school office. If you would like a copy of 

the handbook, please contact the school office. 

 
NEW TO THE BOTELLE WEBSITE 
Please take the time to look at our new website – www.botelleschool.org 

It is all new and improved. The Upcoming Events Calendar is always scrolling with upcoming events. And new 

beginning this week all soccer games are listed with times and destinations to make things easier. All are invited 

and encouraged to attend all our events and sporting events. 

 

MONSTER BASH 
Don’t forget to check out the MONSTER BASH at Whiting Mills this weekend!  Halloween activities all day!   

Saturday 9/21 - 12noon to 8pm – 100 Whiting St, Winsted 

 

WHITING MILLS MONSTER BASH – September 21, 2019 
Noon-8pm. There will be hand-on projects throughout the day! Halloween Masks, Spooky Bookmarks, Buttons, 

Monster Bile (or slime), Costume making. Halloween cupcake decorating 

  

1-2 pm Halloween Magic Show 

2:15-3 pm Tyler Green 1st Make-Up Workshop 

3-4pm Costume Contest 

4:15-5:30 Tyler Green 2nd Make-Up Workshop 

5-6 pm Halloween Magic Show 

6:30 Raffle winners are announced 

  

 Proceeds go to the Winsted Salvation Army. 
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NORFOLK MAKERSPACE 
All are welcome to the Norfolk Makerspace September Open House on Saturday, September 21st, from 2:00-

4:00pm, located in the lower level of Battell Chapel, 12 Village Green, Norfolk, CT. 

 

Our featured artist, Leslie Watkins, will demonstrate various botanical watercolor painting techniques. Leslie uses 

flowers she grows in the gardens at Dandelion Cottage, her home and studio in Norfolk, CT. Leslie will also 

discuss the tools needed to create her art, inspired by nature. Examples of the artist’s watercolor paintings, nature 

journals, handmade boxes, and simple notecards will be on display. 

 

Visitors to the Makerspace can join in the fun. John Thew will host a watercolor painting table for anyone who 

would like to experiment with watercolor techniques. Eve Thew invites you to join her to make a pillow for your 

special room. Karen Rossi will have supplies for you to make a miniature sand meditation garden and we'll have a 

special table with arts and crafts for little ones.  

 

In addition, Alesia Maltz will be in our Loom Room. Anyone interested may join in weaving a hug blanket. The 

hug blankets are gifts to children in need who are crossing at the border. On an ongoing basis, Sue Williams will 

host the Loom Room on Tuesdays from 1-3 for anyone interested in weaving or dropping off more blankets. Over 

50 blankets have been amassed for the project in just a month and a half. 

 

Please save the third Saturday (2-4 pm) of each month through December, and continue to join us (Oct. 19, Nov. 

16, Dec. 21). Please follow and share our Norfolk CT makerspace Facebook and Meetup pages. For more 

information: contact Karen Rossi (860) 305-6579, karen@karenrossi.com (interim coordinator). Please contact 

Karen Rossi if your child is interested in helping with Makerspace. 

 

 NEWS FROM THE NORFOLK LIBRARY 
Storytimes for first and second graders will be starting up in October. Starting on Oct. 21st, the Merrymakers will 

meet on Mondays for 7 weeks. We will move to music, be silly and hear wonderful stories. Mrs, Allyn and Miss 

Eileen will meet the bus and provide a healthy snack. 

The children must have a note to take the bus to the Library. Parents please pick up your children at 4:45pm. 

Please call 860 542 5075 x4 to call Miss Eileen or email her at efitzgibbons@biblio.org. Your child must be 

registered before the session starts. 

 

THE NORFOLK FARMERS MARKET 
The Norfolk Farmers Market is inviting Botelle and Colebrook students to have lunch with our farmers on 

Saturday, September 28. When you arrive at the market, please see Market Master Angie who will give you a 

ticket for a free hot dog, chips and drink. We are also planning a scavenger hunt and games.   Take a selfie 

with one of our farmers and show it to a volunteer at the market tent and you will be entered to win a $25 Amazon 
gift card. No phone? No problem! Volunteers will be available to take your picture. Winner will be announced at 

the end of the market. The market is open 10 am to 1pm, rain or shine! 
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

Principal’s Corner 

School is in full swing and students are clearly comfortable with their classroom routines. One learning routine 
that is consistent from kindergarten to sixth grade is Reading Workshop. What students learn from year to year 
change and grow but the reason all students participate in Reading Workshop is because time spent reading 
improves reading! 

Here’s how Reading Workshop typically goes~ 
• Students learn a skill or strategy from their teacher. The teacher shows them how expert readers perform 

the skill or strategy and students have time to practice it alone or with a partner. This is called the mini-
lesson and it takes 10-15 minutes. 

• Students read a book or books of their own choosing independently. In the primary grades, students 
receive a lot of teacher direction on what books are accessible. In the intermediate grades, students apply 
learned skills to pick a book that matches the work of the unit, is readable, understandable and of high 
interest. Students apply the skill or strategy learned during the mini-lesson to this book. 

• During independent reading, the teacher meets with students individually or in small groups to teach 
them even more. The teacher gives children feedback and helps them set goals for their reading. 

• In the primary grades, students also have partner reading time. During partner reading, students take 
turns reading books aloud to one another. They talk about their favorite parts and retell the text. 

• In the intermediate grades, students write about their reading. They respond to questions that match the 
work of the unit and use evidence from the text to support their thinking. 

• At the end of Reading Workshop, students share their work with one another and assess how their 
learning is going. Then they set new goals for learning. 

 
I met with many students this week during Reading Workshop and they shared their goals for their reading. See 
Class Dojo for more details. Be sure to ask your child what (s)he is learning and why (s)he is working on that. 
Most importantly, read with your child or provide a time and comfy space for reading. They more time your 
child spends reading, they more they will grow as readers. See this chart below… 

 
Hope to see you tonight at the PTO Ice Cream Social,                 Lauren Valentino 


