
January 29, 2021 Newsletter 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES    
 

● 2/2      Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 
● 2/12      Early Dismissal@12:00 – Teacher PD  
● 2/15      No School – Presidents’ Day 
● 2/16      Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM (Budget) 
● 3/2      Board of Education Meeting – 6:00PM 

 
SHARED SERVICES INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL PROGRAM (SSIPP) 
The SSIPP is an integrated preschool program serving the needs of children ages  
3 to 5 in the towns of Barkhamsted, Colebrook, Hartland and Norfolk.  The program is located at 
the Barkhamsted School and follows the Barkhamsted School calendar. 

A screening is being offered on March 24, March 25, and March 26, 2021, for parents who have 
concerns regarding their child’s development. The screening process helps to identify children who 
may need intervention to perform successfully in school. Identified children will qualify to become 
a participant in the Shared Services Preschool Program. Parents who are interested in having their 
child attend Shared Services Integrated Preschool Program as a role model must submit their 
child’s name at this time as well. In the event that there are more role model applicants than 
slots, a lottery will be held.  

To be eligible for the program, children must live in Barkhamsted, Colebrook, Hartland, or Norfolk; 
be age 3 by September 1; and must have attended the screening.  The lottery will be held on March 
29 and parents will be notified of lottery results by March 31, 2021.  

Please call the preschool program, before 9 a.m. or after 3 p.m. at 860-379-2729 ext. 202 to 
schedule a screening for your child.  Applications for the preschool program will be available at the 
screening. This year the screening will be held virtually.  Individual Zoom meetings will be arranged 
for each child. In March, each family registered for the screening will receive an email with the 
meeting information and a short list of materials that will be needed for the screening tasks.   
 
PROGRAMS AT THE NORFOLK LIBRARY 
On Wednesday, Feb. 3rd, at 5:30 pm, Leonard Marcus, the renowned biographer, will introduce us 
to the inspired poet and mercurial free spirit behind our favorite bedtime book, Good Night, Moon. 
Through this illustrated talk, meet Margaret Wise Brown, the irreverent, strong minded woman who 
gave sweet dreams to millions while insisting that children deserve good words and art in their 
books. Please register for this popular talk - for anyone who is curious about this subject - 
by visiting the library website. 
 



On Feb. 4th at 11am, the internationally renowned Pilobolus Dance Theater will continue its 
movement series for little ones. Please register to get the zoom link.  
 
Flyers have been sent out to the students about Becoming A Climate Ambassador on Wednesdays 
starting Feb. 10th at 4pm. 
 
COVID UPDATES 
Positive cases in school this week: 0  
People quarantining: 14 (no symptoms reported and returning on Monday 2/1) 
 
SEND COLD WEATHER CLOTHING! 
Please send your child to school with jackets, snow pants, gloves/mittens and hats. Students go 
outside everyday unless it is below 20 degrees (or the wind chill makes it feel below 20). Students 
need boots to play in the snow.  

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  
Today I polled some of our students about their reading lives. I asked, “Do you enjoy reading? What 

do you like about it?” Here’s what they said~ 

Iris- Yes! It’s fun. It helps me learn to write too. When you write, you use letters. When you read, 

you learn the letters. 

Lilyah- Yeah, It’s fun. I like to read in my fort! 

Andrew- Yes. If it’s nonfiction, it teaches you something. 

Alexander- Yes. I love Dogman- it’s a comic book. It’s funny. 

Gudrid- Yes. I can relate to different stories and different people’s lives. I like fiction for fun. 

Reese- Yeah, I like graphic novels. The pictures are good and I like how the art is made. 

Reid- Yes. It’s better than movies because books tell a better story. 

I know what you are thinking, “Of course students are going to tell the principal they like reading. 

They’re afraid they will get in trouble!” However, I did have three students tell me they 

“sometimes” like reading, but it can be “boring” and they’d rather do other things that are more 

fun like “going outside”. Not all of our students enjoy reading but many of them do and it shows in 

their habits and skills. Alexander does love Dogman. I know this because I see him each morning 

when he gets off of the bus- Dogman book open and clutched to his chest because he’s been 

reading on the bus. If your child is an avid reader, he or she may read in forts or in their bed at 

night. Readers ask for books as presents and want to visit the bookstore or library.  

Our students read a variety of books in school and learn about different genres, character and 

theme development, nonfiction structures and main ideas. They learn about the author’s purpose 

and are exposed to new vocabulary. Reading also builds background knowledge which is critical for 

deep comprehension. The curriculum and methods we implement at Botelle benefit our students. 

Nearly 80% of our students in grades 1-6 are meeting or exceeding the winter benchmark on the 

STAR assessment. 

 



What can families do if their child dislikes reading? The best way to develop a love of reading is to 

read aloud to your child at home- even when they are in 5th and 6th grade. This can spark an 

interest in a new series or fan the flame of a learning journey. It’s never too late to develop a 

child’s reading life. Our Literacy Specialist, Mrs. Incillo has resources on her website, Mrs. Dubecky, 

our Library Media Specialist, also has resources on her website and your child’s classroom teacher 

can also provide you with helpful tips.  

This weekend, if it is too cold to play outside, why not build a fort and read inside it as a family? 

Happy reading, 

Mrs. Valentino 

 

 


